
In recognition of the impact and influence her leadership has had on our community, 
the Parks Foundation of Clark County proudly presents the Florence B. Wager Awards.

The award honors leaders, volunteers, and parks and recreation staff who, through their 
actions, influence, and example, have had a significant impact on the development and 
enhancement of the parks, trails, and recreational programs of Clark County.

“ Every parks director yearns to have a citizen activist to do things 
and say things that you cannot. She’s a force of nature, let’s face it.”

            — David Judd, former director of Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation,  
on Florence Wager’s influence.
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Nomination Guidelines & Information
To nominate a candidate, please submit the following information:

• Your name, phone, and email address.

•  Your nominee’s name, phone, and email address and and be sure to note the nomination category: 

The Leading Eagle, The V-Formation Flyer or The Tributary
•  Provide specific examples of why this person is deserving of the Florence B. Wager Award under each 

of the bulleted nomination criteria listed in the chosen category (as listed on following page). Please 
include specific examples of the impact the nominee has had in our community including the breadth, 
scope, quantity, and contributions to the project or program, both monetarily and in-kind.

•  Essay:  The essay portion provides an opportunity to cite specific examples and provide a more detailed 
and thorough explanation of the impact the nominee has had on our community and why the nominee 
should be considered for the award.

In addition, please submit:

•  Letters of support or endorsement for the nominee.  Letters of support increase the nominee’s chance 
for selection.  All endorsement or letters of support must be included in the initial nomination packet.  
Please note, a maximum of three letters of support will be accepted.  Letters should include the contact 
information of the person submitting the letter.

•  When preparing your nomination and soliciting individuals to submit a letter of support or  
endorsement, it is important to provide the information in such a manner that the selection committee 
will have a complete picture of the individual.  Be sure to address each stated criteria for the category as 
this will be used by the committee to make a selection. 

Please submit the nomination package by April 15th to executivedirector@parksforclark.org, or PO Box 
993 Camas, WA 98607. The Parks Foundation Board of Directors (BOD) will consider nominations and  
notify recipients prior to May 1. Note that selection of recipients is the sole discretion of the BOD, and 
simply nominating an individual does not guarantee selection. 

Submission Process

Honoring Florence B. Wager
Florence (Flossie) Wager grew up in Vancouver, graduated from Washington State University, and spent 
her career working with the San Francisco Symphony. Upon retirement, she moved back to Vancouver 
and immediately immersed in volunteerism with the Chinook Trail Association, the YWCA of Clark County, 
and the Fort Vancouver Regional Library. Aside from these invaluable organizations, her primary passion 
was for parks. Flossie once estimated she had helped with the creation and development of some 60-70 
parks in our County, and she was an enthusiastic advocate for the creation of the Firstenburg Community 
in east Vancouver. 

She found enjoyment and activity through many hours spent on our regional trail system. In her spare 
time, she helped found the Parks Foundation of Clark County! In 2009, Flossie was recognized as Clark 
County’s First Citizen. The Columbian newspaper dubbed her the ‘de facto First Lady of Parks. Flossie’s love 
of community and dedication in working to enrich others’ lives serves as a shining example of the positive 
power of volunteerism. 

The Parks Foundation of Clark County is proud to present the Florence 
B. Wager Awards in honor of her and all that she contributed to our 
community.

“Flossie had a love and passion for parks, trails and recreation  
programs. She knew the importance of these to our community’s 
health and quality of life, and dedicated much of her energy to  
positively impacting generations of families and children of Clark 
County. Recognizing others who embody Flossie’s spirit is the least  
we can do to honor and remember her,” observed Tim Leavitt,  
Board Chair of the Parks Foundation.



Nomination Categories & Eligibility

The Leading Eagle
The bald eagles that live in and around our wild areas are perceived to be fearless and majestic, with the ability 
to see clearly for miles.  This award recognizes a community leader who has led initiatives that have significantly 
influenced the life, health, and direction of our parks, trails, and recreational programs and services.

The recipient will have satisfied the selection committee’s review, with attention to the following:

•  Nominee has exhibited innovation in the development and implementation of program initiatives supporting parks, 
trails, and/or recreation.

• Nominee has provided and/or secured significant funding in support of parks, trails, and/or recreation.

• Nominee has enhanced programs and services through effective leadership.

• Nominee serves as an inspiration to others.

• Nominee’s service will have a long-term and lasting impact on our community.

The V-Formation Flyer
Did you know Canadian geese take turns flying at the front of the V-Formation? They know that what matters  
most is to get where they are going!  They know it is essential to support each other in the journey and fill in where  
needed. This award recognizes the spirited volunteer whose dedication goes above and beyond the norm.  They 
willingly give of their time, energy, and resources to organize, develop, enhance, and work in support of our parks, 
trails, and recreational programs and services.

The recipient of the V-Formation Flyer award will have satisfied the selection committee’s review, with attention to the 
following:

•  Nominee has contributed personal time, energy, resources, and support in the construction, enhancement,  
development, and implementation of parks, trails, and recreational programs and services.

• Nominee is a dedicated advocate and supporter of parks, trails, and recreational programs and services.

• Nominee is a role model and inspiration to others.

•  Nominee’s service has had or will have, a significant, positive impact on parks, trails, and recreational programs in the 
community.

The Tributary 
The tributaries in our local watershed each have a job to do and an ecosystem they help define.  It is at their  
confluence with the Columbia River that they contribute to a force that is infinite and grand. This award recognizes 
a parks and recreation department staff member who exhibits commitment and enthusiasm in the development, 
enhancement, and implantation of parks, trails, and recreational programs and services.

The recipient of the Tributary award will have satisfied the selection committee’s review, with attention to the  
following:

• Nominee exhibits a high level of commitment and enthusiasm to their profession.

•  Nominee displays a positive attitude and provides outstanding customer service to both internal and external  
customers.

• Nominee is highly motivated and continually exceeds established job description and expectations.

Nominations in three categories will be  
accepted through April 15th and presented at  
our annual fundraising luncheon in May.  

The Parks Foundation of Clark County envisions a world-class system of parks, trails and recreation  
programs for all of Clark County. Through your philanthropic generosity and our collaborative partnerships  

with other stakeholders in our community, future generations will enjoy the greatness of our outdoors!
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